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In addition, the following are safety actions for all those attending services at a place of worship:
ü stay home when sick,
ü avoid crowded and poorly ventilated spaces,
ü wear face masks indoors and when within 6 feet of others outdoors,
ü keep 6 feet away from anyone who does not live within the same home,
ü use hand sanitizer or wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds frequently, and
ü do not touch your face, eyes, nose, or mouth.

The below guidelines are best practices to consider when implementing reopening plans and are not intended 
to infringe or burden a person’s exercise of religion under the Navajo Nation Bill of Rights or the Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act of 1993. Additional Navajo Nation recommendations include those developed for 
all employers and retail establishments and community gathering size limits as outlined by the Navajo Nation 
Reopening guidance.

General Recommendations
o Occupancy is limited to the percentage of building capacity outlined in the Navajo Nation Reopening

Guidance.
o Screen congregants, volunteers, and staff upon arrival. An example of how to screen for COVID

symptoms can be found on the CDC website. Document name and contact number on a sign-in sheet.
o Encourage sick individuals or have had close contact with a person with COVID-19 to stay home. Share

CDC’s criteria for staying home with individuals to ensure they know how to care for themselves and
others.

o Create a plan of action for when a staff member, volunteer, or congregant becomes sick. The plan
should:
ü identify an area to separate anyone who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 during hours of operation

and ensure minors are not left without adult supervision,

COVID-19 SAFE PRACTICES: NAVAJO NATION REOPENING 
GUIDELINES FOR RELIGOUS ORGANIZATIONS/PLACES OF 

WORSHIP

Religious Organizations – e.g., churches – should develop plans to reopen and operate their ministries 
according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidance, Community and Faith-Based Organizations, 
along with state, county, and tribal guidance. While such guidance should not violate religious freedom 
protections, such as those provided in the Navajo Nation Bill of Rights or other law, the continuance of 
heightened vigilance is still of public health interest in controlling cluster formation and transmission, especially 
in the presence of SARS-CoV-2 variants.
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ü establish procedures for safely transporting anyone who becomes sick at the place of worship to their 
home or a healthcare facility,

ü include plans for closing off and cleaning affected areas, and
ü report all COVID-19 cases to local health care facilities and the HCOC COVID-19 Reporting Portal. 

For questions about reporting cases, call the Health Command Operations Center at (928) 871-7014. 
o If nurseries and childcare facilities are utilized, they must comply with CDC Guidance for Child Care 

Programs and NN Guidance for Child Care Programs. 
o Post signage on how to stop the spread of COVID-19 and how to promote the everyday protective 

measure, such as washing hands, covering coughs and sneezes and properly wearing a mask
o Collaborate with local health care facilities or the Health Command Operations Center to follow best 

practices. 
o Seek opportunities to train all clergy, staff, and congregant champions regarding infection prevention and 

control (IPC). 
ü Reach out to Navajo Nation HCOC for training opportunities.  

o Site visits may be conducted at random. Additionally, site visits can be requested through the NN Health 
Command Operations Center Environmental and Occupational Health Group. 

Crowd Control
o Establish barriers to create controlled entry and exit points for crowd control. 
o Utilize metered seating and provide special arrival times and other accommodations for vulnerable 

populations. 
o Restrict common areas where people are likely to congregate and interact. 
o Consider installing large plexiglass sneeze guards at information desks and welcome centers.
ü For example, if volunteers are at increased risk of complications, cannot receive vaccinations, or 

cannot remain 6 feet physically distanced.  

Physical Distancing
o Adhere to maximum occupancy limits per Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency Order and Navajo 

Nation Executive Order, and the Navajo Nation Reopening Plan. 
o Adjust seating capacity and stage setting to meet occupancy guidelines.
o Maintain 6 feet of distance between individuals who do not live within the same home. 
o Discourage handshaking or physical contact; discontinue meet and greet times in service.
o Place common area tables and chairs in storage to discourage people from congregating closer than six 

feet.
o Separate congregant from backstage technical personnel, performers, and worship leaders at all times. 
o All touring artists, performers, tech crews, and support staff are subject to Navajo Nation Public Health 

Emergency Orders. Review the Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency Orders and all COVID-Safe 
Practices with guest musicians and guest worship leaders to ensure compliance. 

o Discontinue choir or congregation singing or chanting. If necessary, for the practice of religion, any choir 
or congregation singing or chanting must be performed with masks, outside if feasible, or at an increased 
distance greater than 6 feet without masks. 

Individual Safety
o Encourage individuals at higher risk for severe illness and those with symptoms of illness to stay at 

home. People at higher risk for severe illness include adults 65 or older and people of any age with 
underlying severe medical conditions.

o Provide adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors, including soap, hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% alcohol, disinfecting wipes, tissues, and no-touch trash cans. 

o Provide face coverings to congregants, volunteers, and/or staff who need properly fitting face masks in 
good condition. 
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Shared Items and Extracurricular Activities
o Lord’s supper/Eucharist and baptism: consider not offering the lord’s supper/eucharist. Adhere to 

guidance outlined in the Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency Order. 
ü If necessary, use disposable, single-use packages that congregants could pick up on their way into 

the service.
o Do not offer refreshments, including coffee stations, before, during, or after the service.    
o Summer Student Activities:  seek alternatives, like canceling or delaying Vacation Bible School, or 

establishing programs with smaller groups, using virtual services, or take-home activity guidance.
o Special Events: events such as weddings, funerals, revivals, recitals, and choir should be canceled or 

postponed until such types of gatherings are authorized under Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency 
Order and Navajo Nation Executive Order.

o Prohibit shared use of service-related materials and literature, such as hymnal books. Materials and 
literature must be distributed contactless (e.g., in an accessible stack) or by wearing gloves and a mask. 

o Collect tithes and offerings in collection boxes only and encourage online giving. 

Increase Ventilation and Cleaning
o Ensure that ventilation systems of indoor spaces operate correctly, are well maintained, and all ventilation 

system filters have been serviced and replaced by qualified technicians.
ü Increase outdoor air circulation as much as possible by opening windows and doors, using fans, or 

other methods recommended by ASHRAE.
o Intensify cleaning and disinfection by implementing protocols such as those provided by the Navajo 

Nation, the CDC, and the state to reduce the spread of COVID-19.
o Clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces and areas after they are touched or used, such as 

seats/pews, doorknobs, tables, restrooms, and other fixtures. These items should be wiped down with 
disinfectant after each service. 

o Ensure that all water systems like drinking fountains, decorative fountains, and other religious fountains 
are safe to use after a prolonged facility shut down to minimize the risk of Legionnaires’ disease and 
other waterborne diseases.

Alternative Services 
Offer and establish procedures for alternative service delivery methods, such as:

o drive-in services; 
o outdoor services with physical distancing;
o sign-up worship services with a limited number of live attendees;
o offering multiple services during the week with a limited number of live attendees and using sign-ups;
o adults-only services;
o hybrid services with small in-person groups and online worship; and
o online services.

Tent Revival:
If a tent revival event were to occur in the Navajo Nation, please adhere to the following CDC recommended 
guidelines.

Large gatherings: brings together many people from multiple households in a private or public space.  Large 
gatherings are often planned events with a large number of guests and invitations. They sometimes involve 
lodging, event staff, and long-distance travel. 

• The maximum amount of time each day: cannot exceed 6 hours
• Adhere to social gathering limits per the current Navajo Nation Public Health Emergency Order and 

Navajo Nation Executive Order.
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• Tent skirt should be partially installed to provide adequate ventilation. 
o ¼ of the skirt can partially be installed to protect public address (PA) system and other electronic 

pieces of equipment.
• All other items within this guideline pertain to tent revivals.

o Hand washing station and/or hand sanitizer(s) will be in or outside the tent. 
o Mask available for everyone.

• Management entities overseeing or managing the tent revival shall be responsible for ensuring that these 
guidelines are followed.

SCREENING
• All attendees of an event may pre-register to avoid onsite registration.

o Onsite registration is allowable for those attending in person if the host cannot set up pre-registration 
options. 

• If possible, send a reminder to participants before the event to stay home if sick. 
• Participants and attendees: conduct screening for COVID-19 symptoms upon arrival.
• Staff and volunteers: conduct screening for COVID-19 symptoms at the start of each daily shift. 

o Highly recommend performing temperature checks for staff and volunteers if the equipment is 
available. 

COVID-19 Safety Actions:
1. Get fully vaccinated for COVID-19 for best protection for yourself and for unvaccinated children or high-

risk family and co-workers.
2. Wear a well-fitting face‐mask when in public.
3. Socially (physically) distance yourselves. Keep at least six‐feet apart from others in public.
4. Avoid crowded indoor spaces with poor ventilation where COVID germs can more easily spread through 

the air and physical distancing is not possible.
5. Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing your nose, 

coughing, or sneezing, or having been in a public place. If soap and water are not available, use a hand 
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol.

6. Avoid touching your face, nose, eyes, and mouth. 
7. Avoid close contact with people who are sick or have been exposed to someone with COVID-19. 
8. If you feel sick, get tested for COVID, then stay home and do not go to work or school. Contact your 

medical provider for advice. 
9. Continue to follow the local health department, state, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(“CDC”) guidelines.

Contact Information: 
Navajo Nation Health Command Operations Center (NN HCOC) Phone Number: (928) 871-7014. 
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